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Woodland Initiates Discussions On Equity 
We started out the school year with a message to our 
community from the Board of Education that stressed 
the importance of relationships and students feeling they 
belong at Woodland District 50 schools.

“Regardless of race, socioeconomic status, gender, sexual 
orientation, age, academic ability, learning style, or 
religion, every one of our students deserves to look around 
the classroom and find smiling faces and a warm feeling 
that comes from knowing they have a special place in our 
community. They deserve to know they have teachers and 
friends who care about them and are willing to help them 
succeed,” according to a welcome message from the Board.

The desire to stress the importance of relationships and 
belonging with students was also an important component 
in discussions held last fall during the district’s strategic 
planning meetings with community members. As a result of 
those discussions, student well-being became a focus area 
for development of a strategic plan goal of “Create learning 
opportunities for stakeholders addressing the physical, 
mental, emotional and social needs of the “Whole Child.”

To further that goal, a steering team of Board members and 
administration came together and met with a facilitator to 
begin discussing how to reduce achievement and behavioral 
gaps among students. Discussions have also focused 
on how to ensure students all have the same access to a 
rigorous curriculum and expectations, how district policies 
reflect equity and inclusivity, how to establish a multi-year 
commitment to the process and how our work can serve to 
be a model for other school districts.

Woodland Board President Dr. Carla Little said, “We are 
proud of all the diversity represented by our families at 
Woodland schools and how our children are immersed in 
those varied experiences each day. No matter how different 
classmates are, we want each of them to feel like they 
belong and that they have equitable opportunities to build 
upon for the rest of their lives.”

“Through efforts by the administration, staff and parents, 
we want to improve the achievement of all students and 
provide a place in school for each student to feel welcomed 
and valued, therefore contributing toward every student 
meeting the high expectations of rigor at Woodland and 
beyond Woodland,” said Dr. Steven Thomas, Assistant 
Superintendent of Teaching and Learning.  

Discussions by the Equity and Inclusivity Steering 
Committee so far included creating a survey of the 
Woodland community so students, staff and community can 
understand the perspectives, experiences and differences 
of all Woodland students.  As discussions move forward, 
community members will be included in the group called 
the Woodland Equity and Inclusivity Committee. For more 
information, go to www.dist50.net/equity or contact Dr. 
Thomas at sthomas@dist50.net.

The following chart shows a summary of categories the 
State of Illinois uses in the annual Illinois State Report 
Card as identifiers for each school system in Illinois. The 
percentages represent Woodland District 50.
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Woodland Investigates Solar Power Savings
Imagine using solar power to reduce your electric bill 
while letting someone else finance the construction and 
maintenance of solar panels.

Woodland Board of Education is considering such an 
endeavor in order to live up to a commitment of energy 
conservation and sustainability reflected in the district’s 
strategic plan. Coinciding with that commitment is the 
State’s passage of the Future Energy Jobs Act, new ComEd 
solar incentives and an extension of the Federal Solar 
Investment Tax Credit. 

Currently, District schools consume 7.2 million kilowatt-
hours annually. The proposed solar project would result 
in over 50% of all the electricity produced by renewable 
energy. This is the equivalent of preventing the burning 
of 15.5 railcars worth of coal or 6,600 barrels of oil every 
year. 

“For the past decade, Woodland has made energy 
conservation and sustainability a priority when completing 
facility improvements and repairs. Most recently, metering 
devices were installed districtwide to provide real-time 
data on energy usage while lighting for parking lots and 
gyms were replaced with high efficiency LED lighting. 
Solar energy possibilities come at a time when we can 
take advantage of historically low installation costs and 
lock in the maximum value of renewable energy credits,” 
said Robert Leonard, Associate Superintendent and Chief 
Financial Officer for Woodland District 50.

The Board approved designating Siemens Industry, Inc 
to develop solar projects across the district’s facilities 
and manage the procurement of various federal and state 
incentives to make the project financially advantageous.

Siemens has been working with Woodland for nearly 20 
years on capital infrastructure and energy sustainability 
projects. One of the district’s greatest accomplishments 
came in 2013 when Primary school was awarded the 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) 
Silver Rating Certification for Existing Buildings from the 
U.S. Green Building Council in 2013.
 
If the project moves forward, Siemens would own and 
operate the equipment and maintain the system for the next 
20 years. In return, Woodland will have a fixed bundled 
cost of power at a rate significantly lower than currently 
being paid. Based on final incentives from the State, this 
power will come at a cost to the district up to 38% lower 

than current electric rates.

This is an exciting opportunity 
for Woodland to pursue its 
sustainability initiatives in a 
fiscally responsible manner 
while continuing to reduce its 
carbon footprint. At the same 
time, these systems have great 
potential to serve as a relevant 
and engaging teaching tool to 
expose our students to new 
technologies and stimulate 
awareness of a responsible use 
of our natural resources. 
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Woodland Community Efforts
Bowled Over: Local potters, 
businesses and schools came 
together for the 5th Annual 
Empty Bowls event to benefit 
the Warren Township Food 
Pantry. Elementary West third 
grade students crafted pots of 
clay as a reminder of homes 
with empty bowls in their 
communities, and local potters from College of Lake County, Warren 
Township High School, and Lake Forest Parks and Recreation Stirling 
Hall Art Center worked together to create hundreds of ceramic bowls to 
sell at the event held at Woodland Elementary West School. The event 
resulted in collecting $2,678.59 for the township pantry as well as a large 
non-perishable food donation. The pantry serves nearly 700 in Warren 
Township.
 
A Tree Tradition: A new tree 
was added to the landscape 
in May thanks to an annual 
tradition at the Intermediate 
School. Students in Cynthia 
Patterson’s class will be able 
to drive by the oak tree for 
years to come and know they 
helped to collect money for 
the new sapling and assist 
Woodland’s Operations and 
Facilities Department do the planting.

Giving Back: Elementary East families donated 2,169 books to Bernie’s 
Book Bank, which distributes new and slightly used books to at-risk 
children throughout the Chicago area. Families also collected at least 80 
pair of shoes for recycling and donated six bags of pet supplies to a local 
animal shelter. Students and their families continue to recycle crayons 
that are donated to The Crayon Initiative Project for children’s hospitals.

Safety First: Woodland’s Transportation 
Department, in collaboration with Woodland 
Primary School and the Woodland Council, held 
the first Community Safety Event in conjunction 
with the Kindergarten Sneak Peek. The event 
attracted many families who could meet local 
and state police, explore the inside of a large bus, learn about safety 
precautions around a school bus, take home a child identification kit and 
learn about bicycle safety.

Booking It: Intermediate fifth grade student leaders are collecting books 
for Woodland families and so far they have collected more than 1,000 
books to give back to young readers in the community.

Flying Beauty: Elementary East students 
are becoming Butterfly Heroes! Thanks 
to third grade teacher Kristina Rudolph’s 
contact with the Lake County Forest 
Preserve, 300 milkweed seed packets have 
made their way to the school for planting 
and attracting monarch butterflies. 
Monarch caterpillars feed exclusively on 
the leaves of milkweeds. Many milkweeds 
have been lost. Some seeds will be planted on the school property and 
others will be given to students who have completed the Butterfly Hero 
coloring challenge.

Bingo: Woodland Elementary West families who participated in a Bingo 
PBIS Night raised $2,000 toward the purchase of a new oodle swing for 
a playground area being installed behind the school. Approximately 400 
people turned out for the evening event.

Growing Up Green: 
Efforts to educate students 
about our green practices 
and caring for the Earth 
continues year-round 
at Woodland Primary. 
Special emphasis, 
however, occurs in the 
week leading up to 
an Earth Day wherein 
families are encouraged 
to care for the earth and focus on health and wellness. The Earth Day 
Exercise and Sing event on April 20 attracted 140 parents who joined 
their children outside in a 10-minute aerobic activity plus singing 
three songs about caring for the Earth. Flower planting, art projects 
and writing activities were among ways each classroom participated in 
celebrating the day.

Cleaning Up: Students 
of Service members 
at Woodland Middle 
School have been busy 
with visiting residents 
at Sunrise of Gurnee 
assisted living facility, 
packing meals for 
children at Feed My 
Starving Children and 
assisting the Gurnee 
Exchange Club with picking up trash along a stretch of Gages Lake 
Road as part of the Adopt-A-Highway program through the Lake County 
Division of Transportation.

Wildcats Working For Change: The first 
Wildcats Working for Change event was held with 
about 160 Middle School students taking a few 
minutes to gather in the school library to write 
their congressmen, create a personal plan of 17 
acts of kindness, write poems on peace, kindness 
or social change. The event designated 17 minutes 
of time with one minute in honor of each of the 17 
individuals shot on Feb. 14 at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida. Woodland students also wore 
orange ribbons and created a peace chain for display at the school. Under 
the direction of Andrea Perrin, Learning Resource Center Director, 
students create a video sharing their thoughts and reading their words 
aloud. Congressman Brad Schneider and U.S. Senator Richard Durbin 
visited the Middle School May 2 to meet with the students involved and 
hear their thoughts.

Making a Birthday: The Girls on the Run group at Woodland 
Intermediate conducted a service project in which they collected cake 
mixes, canned frosting and birthday candles for the Warren Township 
Food Pantry. Having the items available at the pantry gives families 
unable to afford a purchased cake the opportunity to make a cake.



Board of Education
Dr. Carla Little, President
Ms. Joyce Mason, Vice President
Mrs. Lizzy Helgren, Secretary
Terry Hall, CPA
Mr. Chris Schrantz
Mr. Joseph De Rosa
Dr. Jennifer Haack

Email: board@dist50.net
Phone: (847) 856-3583

Administration
Dr. Joy A. Swoboda, Superintendent
Mr. Robert Leonard, Associate Superintendent, CFO
Dr. Lori Casey, Associate Superintendent of Education

Editor: Carolyn Waller Gordon

Follow us on Twitter @Woodland50News and  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/WoodlandDistrict50

Watch Board of Education events  
via our live stream at www.dist50.net
(Select the Board of Education tab, scroll down on  
the left, click on Agendas, Minutes, Presentations,  
Video Links. Video links are located under each 

Governing Board meeting listed.)

POSTAL CUSTOMER

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO. 112

GURNEE, IL 60031 

ECRWSS

Woodland District 50  
Educational Support Center
1105 North Hunt Club Road
Gurnee, IL  60030
(847) 596-5600

With the onset of summer comes new growth.

Elementary West students are 

growing a vegetable garden 

again this summer to help needy 

families.

Students at Elementary East have become “Butterfly Heroes,” planting milkweed seeds to encourage Monarch 
caterpillars.

An annual classroom tradition of helping Woodland Operations and Facilities Department plant a tree on the Intermediate School property continued this year.


